
Mini Sparks with Trish Keelan
A Trip To The Zoo

RCM Sparks is the Royal College of Music’s learning and participation programme.
To find out more and get involved visit www.rcm.ac.uk/sparks



A Trip To The Zoo

Hello Song

Guffalo Song

Kangaroo Song

Boa Constrictor

Three Little Monkeys

Brown Bear

Busy Bee

Goodbye Song



Mini Sparks is our specialist programme for 
children age 0-4. It is proven that children who 
engage in high-quality, regular musical learning from 
an early age gain musical, intellectual, emotional and 
social advantages. At Mini Sparks we want every child to 
be able to access great music! 

We hope you enjoy watching the accompanying song resources with your child. 

Explore
Using the songs as a starting point, support your child in exploring some elements 
of music:

• Dynamics (quiet and loud) – sing quietly like a mouse or loudly like a bear  
(Brown Bear). 

• Tempo (speed) – fly fast like a bee or crawl slowly like a tortoise (Busy Bee). 

• Pitch – jump up high and crouch down low to the high and low notes  
(Gruffalo Song). 

• Pitch – tap to the beat with a wooden spoon (Kangaroo Song). 

• Rhythm – clap the pattern of a word. Try Kan-ga-roo or Gruff-a-lo. Try it with 
a homemade shaker of rice, pasta or beans sealed inside a bottle. 

• Mood – make scary faces (Gruffalo Song) or silly faces (3 Little Monkeys). 

• Movement – hop like a kangaroo (Kangaroo Song) or slither like a snake  
(Boa Constrictor).



Learn 
Music also helps with working the memory to aid learning.

Using the songs as a starting point, you could support your child in 
practising colours (Brown Bear), parts of the body (Boa Constrictor) and 
numbers (Three Little Monkeys):

You could also use the songs to explore habitats and the world around us with your child 
(Busy Bee, Kangaroo Song and Gruffalo Song).

• What kind of home does a Gruffalo 
have? 

• Where does a Kangaroo come from? 

• Where in the world is Australia? 

• What is a Joey?

• Where can you see bees? How 
many can you see in your garden or 
on your daily walk? What do bees 
make? Who likes honey? 

• The bear in our song likes honey. 
Which other famous bear likes 
honey?  

• Where do snakes live? 

Listen 
Your child may like to know more about Charlie, who features in Trish’s videos. Charlie 
is a piano accordion. He’s a bit like a big bag of wind. Trish plays him by pushing 
wind through him. She then presses a button/key which opens a hole to make a note (a 
pitched sound). Trish needs big muscles to play Charlie. Charlie loves playing with other 
people and Trish often takes him on stage to play with a band.

See You Tube for Trish playing Charlie in Rainbow Season with the  
Gerry Colvin band.

https://youtu.be/lfMGxCOifUU
https://youtu.be/lfMGxCOifUU



Accessibility Report



		Filename: 

		RCM Sparks Parent Pack - Mini Sparks (1).pdf






		Report created by: 

		


		Organization: 

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]


Summary


The checker found no problems in this document.



		Needs manual check: 2


		Passed manually: 0


		Failed manually: 0


		Skipped: 3


		Passed: 27


		Failed: 0





Detailed Report



		Document




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set


		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF


		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF


		Logical Reading Order		Needs manual check		Document structure provides a logical reading order


		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified


		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar


		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents


		Color contrast		Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast


		Page Content




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged


		Tagged annotations		Skipped		All annotations are tagged


		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order


		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided


		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged


		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker


		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts


		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses


		Navigation links		Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive


		Forms




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged


		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description


		Alternate Text




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text


		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read


		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content


		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation


		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text


		Tables




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot


		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR


		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers


		Regularity		Skipped		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column


		Summary		Skipped		Tables must have a summary


		Lists




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L


		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI


		Headings




		Rule Name		Status		Description


		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting







Back to Top


